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PROPOSITIONS
belonging to the thesis
FUNCTION AND BEHAVIOR OF 
CD8+ T CELLS IN THE SKIN
 1. In vitro studies allow us to dissect and investigate sub-cellular processes and a limited set of cellular 
interactions; it is only by studying cells in their original context that we are able to fully appreciate the 
complex cell-to-cell interactions that occur in living organisms (this thesis).
 2. Adaptive immunity is the remarkable ability of vertebrates to remember encountered pathogens, and 
to prepare for future attacks. Even more remarkably, in certain conditions adaptive immunity seems 
to have evolved to predict where the next attack is likely to occur (this thesis).
 3. During viral infections, the strength of the memory response partially depends on the ability of a few 
T cells to summon a strong innate response (S. M. Soudja et al, Immunity 40, 974 (2014); this thesis). 
 4. The finding that tissue-resident memory T cells with certain specificity induce broad-spectrum 
innate responses should be useful for the design of next-generation site-directed vaccines (this 
thesis).
 5. Funding agencies, academic institutions, journals, organizations that supply metrics and individual 
researchers need to start assessing research on its own merits rather than on the basis of the journal 
in which the research is published. (The San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment, 2013).
 6. Nothing in science has any value to society if it is not communicated, and scientists need to learn 
their social obligations (Anne Roe, The Making of a Scientist, 1953).
 7. Applied research is based on information generated by basic research. This should be taken into 
account by funding agencies, which tend to generously sponsor applied research while overseeing 
the underlying impact of knowledge accumulation. (J. W. Yewdell, Nat Rev Mol Cell Biol 9, 491 
(2008))
 8. There is nothing like enthusiastic naiveté to seed a discovery. Knowing too much about a topic can 
actually be a barrier. (J. W. Yewdell, Nat Rev Mol Cell Biol 9, 491 (2008)).
 9. If you think it’s a good idea, go ahead and do it. It’s easier to ask for forgiveness than it is to get 
permission. (Liza Bubbles, 2014, after Grace Hopper, 1986)
 10. Live as you were to die tomorrow, learn as you were to live forever. (Mahatma Gandhi, 1995)
 11. There are known knowns. These are things that we know we know. There are known unknowns. That 
is to say, there are things that we know we don’t know. But there are also unknown unknowns. These 
are things we don’t know we don’t know. (Donald Rumsfeld, 2002)
 12. How old would you be if you didn’t know how old you are? (Satchel Paige, 1971)
